and the French government made him a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor 
in 1918, 

Mr. Livermore was a Life Member, a Patron, and a Fellow of the Academy. 
He became a member of the Board of Trustees of the Academy in 1929 and 
served as President of the Board from 1938 to 1946. The Academy, its officers, 
members, and staff have suffered a great loss in his passing. 


Harry C. Fasserr Dies 


Harry Criirrorp Fassett, the last surviving member of the U. S. Fish Com- 
mission team that made the A/batross famous as an oceanographic institution, 
died December 9, 1953, at the age of eighty-three. He was a member of the 
Academy who was especially interested in its library, to which he donated all 
his books over a period of years. 

Mr. Fassett, who was born in Contra Costa County on May 9, 1870, joined 
the crew of the Albatross in 1889, just after the research vessel had been brought 
around the Horn to the Pacific. He stayed with the ship, as the keeper of the 
vessel’s scientific records, until the close of its Philippine Expedition in 1910, 
taking part in almost continuous investigations, which included expeditions to 
Hawaii, Panama, the South Seas, Japan, and Alaska. 

As a member of the Albatross team, Mr. Fassett was associated with such 
famous men as Alexander Agassiz, David Starr Jordan, Charles Gilbert, Harold 
Heath, and Charles H. Townsend. After 1910 Mr. Fassett became associated 
with the Bureau of Fisheries in Alaska salmon investigations. In 1914 he joined 
the staff of the Pribilof Islands Fur Seal Investigations, where he was in charge 
of St. Paul Island for a number of years. Two of Alaska’s topographical features 
were named in his honor: Fassett Point on Kodiak Island and a glacier on the 
Territory's southeastern coast. 

His passing is a distinct loss to his friends at the Academy. 


U.C. AsTRONOMER TO LECTURE ON GALAXY 


Tur Astronomy Section will meet January 27 at 8 p. Mm. in the students’ room 
for an illustrated lecture on “Recent Discoveries About Our Galaxy.” Dr. Harold 
Weaver, associate professor of astronomy at the Leuschner Observatory, will 
discuss his new findings on galactic structure. 


New Mempers 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of December 


10, 1953: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP FaMILY MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. C. C. Berwick Mr. Fred W. Allen 
Mr. Walter C. Brandt Mr. John B. Nelson 
Mr: Frank B. Drake Mr. Richard O. Shoemake 
Mr. Paul M. Fechtner CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. O. G. Green Mr. Verdi Miller 
Mr. Robert Stollberg AssociATE MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Wade Sturgeon National Geographic Society 
Mr. P. E. Taylor STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. John D. Westerman Pauline Johnson 
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January Announcement 


THE REGULAR JANUARY MEETING will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday, January 20, 
in the Morrison Auditorium, California Academy of Sciences. Cleveland P. 
Grant, Audubon screen tour lecturer, will present a color film: 


“WILDLIFE OF MarsH AND MouNTAIN” 


To make this film Grant and his wife, Ruth, spent four years in North Dakota 
photographing birdlife in the marshes of the Souris River. The resulting film, 
which includes thrilling flying scenes and nesting sequences of ducks, shore 
birds, and grebes, is said to be some of the finest bird photography of Cleve 
Grant’s twenty-five years in the field. 

En route to Lake Louise, the Grants photographed antelope, two kinds of 
deer, buffalo, and bear in their Montana habitat. Scenes from the Canadian 
Rockies show moose, deer, caribou, and Rocky Mountain goats. 

Grant, who is a graduate of Oberlin College and a former staff member of 
the Chicago Natural History Museum, is a full-time photographer and lecturer. 


VoNSEN MINERALS EXHIBITED 


THE NEWEST PERMANENT exhibit at the Academy is the M. Vonsen Mineral 
Collection, which was opened to the public on Saturday, January 2. It is in the 
exhibit hall facing the entrance to Morrison Auditorium in the Hall of Science. 

Vonsen, a Petaluma businessman, is a Fellow of the Academy and its Honor- 
ary Curator of Minerals. The 200 specimens that make up the exhibit here were 
carefully selected by Vonsen from his large private collection which represents 
some 30 years of collecting. 

On display are borates, calcium and barium minerals, silicates, specimens 
of native gold and silver, African and California diamond crystals, a pigeon- 
blood ruby, beryl, and other minerals—all chosen to suggest the variety of crystal 
and color that occurs among nature’s chemicals. One of the most spectacular 
single pieces in the exhibit is a watermelon-shaped piece of green jade, 24 inches 
long and weighing 121 pounds. In the rare class are blue jade and two spect- 
mens of Teepleite, a mineral discovered in Borax Lake, Lake County, in 1934. 
An entire display case is devoted to the borates, which are of great commercial 
importance in California. 

The preparation of the display was done by the Department of Exhibits, 
with helpful advice generously given by Charles Chesterman of the California 
State Division of Mines. 
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PuotocrapHic Exureir PLANNED 


In tHe Department or Exuisits the history of photography is being spelled 
out as Cecil Tose, chief preparator, continues to receive cameras of all ages, sizes, 
and descriptions. As most of you know (we have to admit that the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner scooped us), the Acedamy is now in the process of collecting 
material for a museum of photography. Funds and sponsorship for the exhibit 
are being supplied as a public service by the San Francisco Examiner. 

The exhibit, which will be placed in Lovell White Hall, will consist of 
permanent display cases for photographic equipment of all kinds, and it will 
include an area for changing photography shows. From time to time under the 
sponsorship of the Examiner, the May Treat Morrison Auditorium will be the 
scene of lectures, technical demonstrations, and motion pictures of interest both 
to camera fans and the public at large. 

Members of the Academy or their friends may make donations or loans of 
any suitable photographic equipment they may have through the Department 
of Exhibits. 

To DepicatE Eastwoop Grove 


Mrs. Evron S. Hopces, president, California Spring Blossom and Wildflower 
Association, announces that dedication exercises for the Alice Eastwood Grove 
will be held at a luncheon beginning at 12 noon, Tuesday, January 19, at the 
St. Francis Hotel. The grove of redwoods which will bear Miss Eastwood’s 
name is a beautiful section of Prairie Creek State Park. The area was purchased 
by the California Spring Blossom and Wildflower Association and friends of 
the organization in codperation with the California State Park Commission. 

Reservations for the luncheon may be made by writing to Mrs. Hodges at 
5 Wawona Street, San Francisco. Tickets are $3.25 each, it was announced. 


Norman B. LIVERMORE 


Norman B. Livermore, member of the Board of Trustees, California Academy 
of Sciences, died December 27, 1953. He was eighty-one. 

Mr. Livermore began his association with the Academy when he became a 
member in 1913, at a time when this institution was still without permanent 
quarters as a result of the fire and earthquake of 1906. 

Mr. Livermore's business interests were wide and varied. In point of service 
he was the oldest director of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, having been 
a member of the board since 1916. He was also a director of the Crocker First 
National Bank, the Natomas Company of California, and California Packing 
Corporation, and he was president of Norman B, Livermore and Sons. Through 
the years he had been associated as an officer with a number of other firms. 
Noted for his civic and welfare activities, he was a director of the Save-the- 
Redwoods League and a member of the San Francisco Boy Scout Council. 

Mr. Livermore was born in Oakland, attended public schools there and the 
University of California. He received a degree in civil engineering from Cornell 
University in 1895. He served in France during World War I, fighting at 
St. Mihiel and Chateau-Thierry. He was discharged as a lieutenant colonel, 
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